
Phil. 102: Introduction to Philosophy

The Value of Philosophy and The Meaning of Life

Fall, 2012

1 General Instructions

Please review the section on Grades in the syllabus for information of how to write and
submit tests in this course.

Do not recopy the questions when you submit the answers to this test. Simply number the
questions in accordance with the test sheet.

The test is due Friday, October 5th, 12 midnight.

Caution: All work on this test must be your own work. Do not discuss objective questions
with other members of the class outside of class. Please remember that these questions and
answers can be discussed individually in the current Forum in Blackboard, where they can
be openly discussed as to their meaning and content. But it is not permitted for students
to work together to find shared answers outside of class.

Important : Statistical checks of academic honesty are made on all tests submitted for both
objective and essay questions. See ReadMe1 and FAQ #11 for how this is done.
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2 MULTIPLE CHOICE (25 PTS.)

2 Multiple Choice (25 pts.)

Directions: Select the best response to each the following questions. In your
word-processor write just the letter corresponding to the best answer next to
the number of the question. Do not include the question or the full text answer
on your paper.

1. John Dewey argues that in education we should

(a) dedicate our studies to preparing for future challenges.

(b) concentrate on our studies in the here and now.

(c) dedicate ourselves so that we can master one field of study.

(d) study as many different fields as possible in order to be able to adapt to changing
circumstances.

(e) learn by doing rather than by theory.

2. One of the most important characteristics of philosophical activity is that philosophy

(a) is a rejection of all common sense for theorizing.

(b) seeks facts, rather than relationships between facts.

(c) is an empirical, rather than a conceptual discipline.

(d) is a systematic inquiry into the assumptions of a subject.

(e) is one of the newer social sciences like psychology.

3. The epistemologist attempts to answer the question:

(a) How do we determine the ultimate nature of reality?

(b) What are aesthetics, moral philosophy, and ontology?

(c) What is the difference between induction and induction?

(d) How do we determine whether our beliefs are true or not?

(e) What are the ultimate generalizations of the human intellect?

4. Axiology can be briefly defined as

(a) the study of the assumption of any endeavor.

(b) the discipline concerned with postulates and axioms.

(c) any inquiry into the study of ultimate reality.

(d) the attempt to find out about the good life.

(e) the study of the nature and scope of value.

5. Ontology can be briefly defined as

(a) the study of the nature, scope, and limits of knowledge.

(b) the attempt to live well and do well in the world.

(c) the study of what exists and how it exists.

(d) the study of truth, goodness, and beauty.

(e) the study of the fundamental categories of semiotics.
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2 MULTIPLE CHOICE (25 PTS.)

6. In his trial Socrates is accused of

(a) being an atheist.

(b) being a troublemaker or a gadfly.

(c) doing the sort of things a scientist does.

(d) corrupting the young.

(e) all of the above.

7. The psychological reason why Socrates is being prosecuted is probably that Socrates

(a) believes he is above the law.

(b) is a foreigner and does not understand the law.

(c) was a bother to the influential people of Athens.

(d) sought a virtuous life.

(e) was neglectful of his wife.

8. Socrates refutes the charge that he corrupts the young by pointing out that

(a) the Delphic Oracle commanded him to know himself.

(b) there are no witnesses present to refute him.

(c) he believes in the gods and so is good.

(d) he could not do wrong unintentionally.

(e) his inner voice would not allow him to do so.

9. Socrates refuses exile because

(a) he is over seventy years old.

(b) he refuses to change his questioning and would get into trouble elsewhere.

(c) he could not even pay a small fine.

(d) imprisonment would be better.

(e) all of the above.

10. The most important thing in living a life of excellence is, according to Socrates

(a) to have good health and good friends.

(b) to seek what we think is in our own best interest regardless of moral considera-
tions.

(c) to do only that which we know to be right regardless of the external consequences.

(d) to seek pleasure and avoid pain and do our duty.

(e) to obey our parents and the state who reared us.
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2 MULTIPLE CHOICE (25 PTS.)

11. According to the Socratic Paradox, if a person is in ignorance, then he

(a) is likely to make the wrong decision.

(b) will make bad decisions.

(c) is innocent or not responsible for his choices.

(d) is presumed good until he can be educated.

12. If I choose to cheat on a test in order to get a passing grade, then, other things being
equal, according to Socrates,

(a) I really don’t understand the nature of the soul.

(b) that act might be acceptable in certain circumstances.

(c) I am only seeking what is most serviceable to myself.

(d) my action is good, if the consequences are such that I pass.

13. According to Russell, philosophy aims at

(a) the study of knowledge which unifies the sciences.

(b) the examination of the assumptions or presuppositions of our beliefs.

(c) reducing dogmatic beliefs.

(d) the discovery of new methods or definite knowledge systems which become sci-
ences

(e) all of the above.

14. According to Russell, the value of philosophy lies in

(a) the great aims of truth, good, beauty, and reality.

(b) freeing us from narrow and practical aims for our life.

(c) the uncertainty which shows unsuspected possibilities which might not occur to
a dogmatic person.

(d) all of the above.

(e) none of the above.

15. Both Plato and Russell agree that

(a) philosophy is highly impractical in everyday life

(b) Socrates exemplifies the instinctive man.

(c) knowledge, and indeed self-knowledge, are necessary for a good life.

(d) the philosophic mind is primarily that of self-assertion rather than “enlargement
of self.”

(e) sometimes it is better to do that which is known to be wrong for the sake of a
noble end.
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2 MULTIPLE CHOICE (25 PTS.)

16. According to Russell,

(a) knowledge is sought by both philosophy and science.

(b) a value of philosophy is its reduction of dogmatism.

(c) science is concerned with definite answers.

(d) none of the above are true.

(e) all of the above are true.

17. Russell describes the practical person as one who

(a) believes that nothing can ever be proved to be true.

(b) seeks enlargement of self through synoptic philosophy.

(c) as one who is aware of a larger world beyond his private world.

(d) none of the above are true.

(e) all of the above are true.

18. According to Tolstoy, “the truth” is

(a) art is a decoy of life.

(b) rational people cannot provide life’s meaning.

(c) our life is limited.

(d) a mid-life crisis is inevitable.

(e) Christian doctrines give value to life.

19. An arrest of life as described by Tolstoy is

(a) a physical illness which limits what we can do.

(b) a questioning of a person’s religious obligations.

(c) asking the questions, “How?, When?, and Where?”

(d) loss of mental and physical powers.

(e) a loss of meaning to whatever one does.

20. Tolstoy felt that philosophy cannot provide the meaning of life because

(a) philosophical reasoning is really only the statement of identities.

(b) philosophy can only express finite ideas.

(c) rationality reduces life to the insignificant.

(d) philosophy cannot explain the infinite.

(e) all of the above are true.

21. Tolstoy rejected art and literature as giving life meaning because

(a) art is an imitation of life.

(b) art is a decoy of life.

(c) art is just an adornment of life.

(d) all of the above are true.

(e) none of the above are true.
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2 MULTIPLE CHOICE (25 PTS.)

22. Tolstoy characterizes the faith that gives life meaning as

(a) irrational and nonphilosophical.

(b) showing a relation between finite existence and infinite meaning.

(c) as a rejection of science, philosophy, and reason.

(d) the kind of faith that makes life possible.

(e) all of the above.

23. Camus believes we can find a meaning in life if we

(a) realize that fate predetermines our life course.

(b) keep our face close to the “stones we must roll up our hills.”

(c) have scorn for the limitations of everyday existence.

(d) understand the Absurd as the sinfulness of man.

(e) succeed in the permanent placement of the stone on the mountain.

24. Camus implies that the fundamental question of life’s meaning is

(a) how life can have meaning through eluding when we get old.

(b) the recognition that all our actions are fated.

(c) achieved when we impose meaning on our actions.

(d) found through self-realization of our goals in the world.

(e) something that can never be answered with certainty.

25. Existentialists like Camus and Tolstoy believe

(a) the universe including human action is a coordinated network of causes

(b) God determines the future and has a plan for everyone.

(c) in every situation people have a choice of some kind.

(d) free will and choice are illusions of chance happenings.

(e) human beings can never achieve meaning in this fated world.
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4 TRUE–FALSE QUESTIONS (20 POINTS)

3 Matching (15 pts.)

Directions: Match the philosophical paraphrases in Column 2 with the philosophers in
Column 1 by typing the most appropriate number or numbers next to the typed name of
the philosopher.

Column 1 Column 2

Socrates 1. Death is the truth.

Russell 2. Socrates was my teacher.

Tolstoy 3. “Evil” means the same thing
as “ignorance.”

Plato 4. Philosophical questions form
the origins of science.

Scudder 5. Facts are meaningful only in
respect to laws.

4 True–False Questions (20 points)

Directions: Carefully study statements 1-10 Number your answers 1 through 10. Decide
whether each statement is true or false, and write the word “true” or the word “false” in
accordance with your decision for each of the following questions. Do not copy the questions
itself.

1. Epistemology is the study of the historical principles evolving
throughout Western Civilization.

2. Axiology is the mathematical study of the basis of mathemat-
ical systems such as geometry.

3. Aesthetics is the discipline concerned with living the good life—
living well and doing well in the world.

4. The discipline of logic would be considered part of epistemology,
since logic is concerned with proofs of what we know.

7



5 ESSAY (40 PTS.)

5. Ethics is a subdivision of the field of inquiry termed “aesthet-
ics.”

6. Ontology or the study of being, existence, and reality is the
same thing as the field of metaphysics.

7. Whether or not the Higgs boson (a massive scalar elementary
particle in physics) exists is an ontological question.

8. Whether or not a theory of everything can be formulated is an
epistemological question.

9. Whether of not beauty is an objective or subjective quality of
things is a debated question in the field of metaphysics.

10. Ethics and axiology make up the philosophical field of aesthet-
ics.

5 Essay (40 pts.)

Directions: Answer any two of the following four essay questions in considerable detail. Be
sure to include supporting reasons for your view and explain clearly the philosophical con-
cepts used. Provide specific and thoroughly explained examples illustrating those concepts.
For what counts as a good essay, be sure to see FAQ #7 and Example Evaluation of Test
Essay Questions.

1. Explain several reasons why we should free ourselves from the prejudices of the prac-
tical individual according to Bertrand Russell. Include in your answer what “enlarge-
ment of self” is. Be sure to explain specific examples of the philosophical and practical
minds.

2. Explain in detail the argument Socrates uses to show that death is a good. Is the
argument a good one? Why or why not?

3. According to Socrates, how should a person live? What should be our chief concern?
Explain the philosophy called “the Socratic Paradox.” Explain the example of whether
Socrates would support seeking ones own interest by cheating on a minor test in order
to get graduate on time and obtain a high-paying job. Explain why is Socrates’ belief
is called paradoxical.

4. According to Tolstoy, how is it that faith provides life’s meaning, and science, philos-
ophy, and art do not. Provide a detailed explanation. Explain examples of the kind
of faith of which Tolstoy would not approve.
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