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Directions: (1) Rewrite the following arguments as standard-form syllogisms and name the mood

and figure of each argument. (2) Test the validity of each syllogism by means of Venn diagrams.

(3) If the syllogism tests invalid, name the syllogistic fallacy committed.

10.

11.

12.

. No physical actions are chance occurrences, so no random events are physical actions,

since all chance occurrences are random events.

. All mental decisions are things describable by science, because all events are things

describable by science, and all mental decisions are events.

No free decisions are things describable by science; therefore, no free decisions are
predictable events, inasmuch as all things describable by science are predictable events.

. All mental decisions are things describable by science, but no things describable by

science are uncaused happenings; it follows that no mental decisions are uncaused
happenings.

. Some natural processes are not free choices, because some natural processes are not

caused occurrences, and no free choices are caused events.

All free decisions are uncaused happenings, and no mental decisions are uncaused
happenings; consequently, no mental decisions are free decisions.

All uses of free will are decisions, yet some decisions are careful reflections, hence some
uses of free will are careful reflections.

All persons who decide least are persons who are most free, so, since all persons who
are most free are persons who decide most, all persons who decide least are persons
who decide most.

Some coerced decision are not free choices, hence some desires are coerced decisions,
as some desires are free choices.

All uncaused events are free decisions, but no mental decisions are free decisions, from
which it follows that no uncaused events are mental decisions.

All acts of free will are uncaused events, since all mental decisions are uncaused events,
and all acts of free will are mental decisions.

All acts of free will are uncaused events, so no acts of free will are existent things,
because no uncaused events are existent things.

Note: Answers to these problems are on the Web at
http://philosophy.lander.edu/logic/syll_prob.html
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