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Name  __________________________________ 
 
Philosophy 103:  Introduction to Philosophy 
Syllogisms:  Is There Free Will? 
 
Part I.  Directions:  Evaluate the following syllogisms by means of Venn Diagrams.  Be 
sure to tell whether the argument is valid or invalid. 
 
1.  No physical actions are chance occurrences. 

 All chance occurrences are random events. 

 No random events are physical actions. 

 
 
 
 

EVALUATION: __________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

2.   All events are things describable by science. 

 All mental decisions are events. 

 All mental decisions are things describable by science. 

 
 

 
 
 

EVALUATION: __________________________________ 
 
 

3.   All things describable by science are predictable events. 

 No free decisions are things describable by science. 

 No free decisions are predictable events. 

 

 
 
 
 

EVALUATION: __________________________________ 
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4.   No things describable by science are uncaused happenings. 

 All mental decisions are things describable by science. 

 No mental decisions are uncaused happenings. 

 

 
 
 
 

EVALUATION: __________________________________ 
 
 

5.   No free choices are caused occurrences. 

 Some natural processes are not caused occurrences. 

 Some natural processes are not free choices. 

 
 
 
 
 

EVALUATION: __________________________________ 
 
 

6.   All free decisions are uncaused happenings. 

 No mental decisions are uncaused happenings. 

 No mental decisions are free decisions. 

 
 
 
 
 

EVALUATION: __________________________________ 
 
 

7.   Some decisions are careful reflections. 

 All uses of free will are decisions. 

 Some uses of free will are careful reflections. 

 
 
 
 
 

EVALUATION: __________________________________ 
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8.  All persons who are most free are person who decide most. 

     All persons who decide least are persons who are most free. 

     All persons who decide least are persons who decide most. 

 

 
 
 
 

EVALUATION: __________________________________ 
 
 
 

9. Some coerced decisions are not free choices. 

 Some desires are free choices. 

 Some desires are coerced decisions. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

EVALUATION: __________________________________ 
 
 

10. No mental decisions are free decisions. 

 All uncaused events are free decisions. 

 No uncaused events are mental decisions 

 
 
 
 
 

EVALUATION: __________________________________ 
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Part II.  Directions:  Set up the following syllogisms in standard form and order, name 
its mood and figure, and test it for validity by means of Venn Diagrams. 
 
1.  All acts of free will are uncaused events, since all mental decisions are uncaused 
events and all acts of free will are mental decisions. 
 
STANDARD 
ORDER AND 
FORM: 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MOOD AND 
FIGURE: 

VENN DIAGRAM 

 
 

EVALUATION: __________________________________ 
 
 
 

2.  All acts of free will are uncaused events, so no acts of free will are existent things 
because no uncaused events are existent things. 
 
STANDARD 
ORDER AND 
FORM: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MOOD AND 
FIGURE: 

VENN DIAGRAM 

 
EVALUATION: __________________________________ 
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Part III.  Directions:  Assume the following propositions are true.  Show whether the 
statement "There is no free will" has been proved by the problems on this test.  Set up all 
syllogisms in standard form and order. 
 
1.  All events can be described by science, and everything described by science is a 
caused happening. 
2.  Free decisions are defined as uncaused happenings, even though to exist they must be 
caused events. 
3.  All mental decisions are events and are acts of free will. 
4.  No uncaused events exist. 


